Houw to...

MAKE A STENCILLED PICNIC TOTE

Lotta Jansdotter's website describes her designs as “little

plants working their way through cracks in the sidewalk. Things of

simple beauty that bring relief to the urban landscape.” Scandinavian born Lotta Anderson, see Selvedge issue 06,
loves the city but everyone needs to gaze on green vistas once in a while. Picnics in the park are Lotta’s solution. We
love her idea of creating pretty individually printed fote bags for each guest. It's a great way fo organise a children’s
party or a clever way to get every adull to share the load while you find your perfect place to sit — essential if your

picnic leader is the indecisive type who feels the grass is always greener 100 yards ahead! www.jansdotter.com

Summer has finally arrived in Brooklyn — a time when New York and Brooklyn is truly at its best. " .
The public parks become my extended living rooms and are wonderful places to hang out, relax and
to socialize. It's where | kick off my shoes and feel the earth, smell the grass and hear the rustling of
leaves. Nature is a big source of inspiration for me: in my work as a textile designer and maker, .
but also inspiration for a more healthy lifestyle — being in nature calms and grounds

me... makes me a happier person.

Picnics are one of my favourite activities: | love food, | love spending time with good friends and,
as you already know, | love hanging out in nature and, for whatever reason, the food ALWAYS tastes better
out in the fresh air... ,-'.

For my first picnic of the year | decided to invite my girlfriends for a Sunday afternoon in the
park. | wanted to make it special, and since | love to make things | decided to create some
cute picnic bags for my friends, filled with delicious handcrafted food. Fresh Brie and
salami sandwiches, strawberries, orzo salad, crisps, shortbread cookies
and a bottle of bubbly for each of us, all packed into a pretty lote.

| created a simple stencil design for the fote, a floral motif seemed appropriate. It
is so incredibly easy to stencil print, and you can print several bags in a jiffy. You don't
need expensive tools or materials to get started. | used cotton bags, easily found online. It would be

lovely to also print some matching colton napkins for... and if you feel ambitious you could print a

border design on a tablecloth that could work as a picnic blanket as well.
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